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,0 use but wished to recover in memory of his
'riends, and buffeted by storm blasts that seemed
;o pierce him through and through, all his attention
was needed to negotiate safely the exposed slabs
of the ridge and prevent a slip on their debris-
sprinkled surfaces. He quickened his pace on the
easier ground farther down, but at times found it
necessary to seek protection from the biting gale
in the lee of rocks and assure himself that he had
no symptoms of frostbite. At length he reached
the North Col Camp and was relieved to find a
note from Norton and to discover that he had
anticipated Norton's wishes not to prolong his
stay upon the mountain in view of the imminent
approach of the monsoon. He might perhaps
have reached the summit, but storms might have
prevented his ever getting back. No support was
now available. And he might have only added
one more to the already heavy list of casualties.
He could have done none other than return:
he owed that to his comrades. Still there will ever
be the haunting enchantment of the summit and
the recurrent surmise that he might have attained
it.